Civil War Letter

From Hannah M. O. Morgan1 to Lewis B. Morgan2









Harmon Hard Case3









May 23rd 1864

My Dear Husband,


I received your very kind letter of the 20th sent yesterday evening. I never was so glad to hear from you in my life. We had been hearing of so many fights that I was constantly uneasy about you & Outlaw4 and Jimmie5. Of-course I have felt for our other brave soldiers in arms but those most near & dear first. I fervently and earnestly entreat my Heavenly father to protect and preserve your dear lives through this awful and dreadful struggle. If it wasn’t for that faith I have in his divine power I should be most wretched indeed. Oh! Lewis rely upon God for strength and support and he will grant it to you. I have no news of interest to write. We have good news all the time from Virginia & hope and pray the Army of Tennessee may be as successful in driving back the enemy as their brothers in Arms in Va. Pa6 and Joe7 says they are going to the front in a few days. I will send you two new shirts and a pair of pants and a hat and the ink pen Pa forgot to give you. My health is much better. I have had two more of my front teeth extracted which had been causing me much suffering. I am going up to Forsyth in a few days and have the rest of my decayed teeth taken out. I believe they are the cause of my health being so bad. I am still very lean but feel much better & think when I get my other teeth pulled & take my bitters a while I will be as well as ever. Little Cassie8 has the Hooping cough which makes her very fretful. She has had it about two weeks. I am glad she took it in the spring. It is so much better time than fall for it. I told her what you said she seemed delighted and kissed me for you & says she wants to see her Pa so bad. She talks about you every day. Little Joe9 has Hooping cough too. Give my love to Outlaw & Jimmie and tell them they must both come to see us after the fight. God bless and protect you all. If you get a chance you must write again soon. When I rec’d your letter yesterday & you were still alive & well I can’t tell you how glad I was. I will send you some Postage Stamps by Pa. Would send them in this letter but the mails are so uncertain mabe you wouldn’t get them. I would write you a long letter but I want to send this by to-day’s mail & will have to be brief. I would have written you before this but didn’t know where to direct the letter. All the family send their love to you Outlaw & Jimmie. May the God of Heaven be with you to bless & protect is my sincere & earnest prayer. 







Your affectionate & devoted wife,







Hannah Morgan

VB (?) The darkies all wish to be remembered to you & the boys. I hope you will excuse this short and badly written letter for I have written in great haste.







H. M. O. M.

Little Cassie is still a sleep but would send her Pa a kiss if she knew I was writing to him.

1Hannah Morgan was born in 1838 in Blue Cliffs, Roane Co., TN. and died in 1895 in Tullahoma, Coffee Co. TN. She was the wife of Lewis B. Morgan and the daughter of Dr. Thomas A. Anderson and Hannah Barclay Moore Anderson.

2Lewis B. Morgan was born in 1834 in Lincoln Co. TN. and died in 1911 in Tullahoma, Coffee Co. TN. He was a private in Company I, 4th Tennessee Cavalry (McLemore). He was a part of Jefferson Davis’ escort when Davis was captured in Washington County, GA. on May 10, 1865. 

3This may be the name of the residence where the family stayed after they had to leave Tullahoma and seek refuge near Forsyth, GA. during the Civil War.

4Outlaw Vic Alpin Anderson was the brother of Hannah Morgan and the son of Thomas A. Anderson.

5Some descendants believe Thomas A. Anderson had a son named Jimmie who was killed in the Civil War.

6Pa refers to her father, Thomas A. Anderson. He was one of the founders of Tullahoma, TN.

7Joe is probably the son of Thomas A. Anderson.

8Cassandra (Cassie) Victoria Morgan Trott was the daughter of Hannah and Lewis Morgan. She was born in Coffee Co. TN. in 1862 and died in Henryetta, Okmulgee Co., OK in 1957.

9This may be the son of Joe Anderson and the grandson of Thomas Anderson.

