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In 2005 a 1776 copy of the Declaration of Independence was returned to the State of
North Carolina. It had been looted from the state archives by a United States soldier
during Sherman’s March. National Public Radio noted that the document had *“been
acquired” by a Union soldier. This comment was broadcast at the same time that U.
S. soldiers were being harshly punished for bringing home *“souvenirs” from Irag.
Obviously, there is still an unwillingness to admit that U. S. soldiers looted in the
South.
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Sherman to Stanton, June 21, 1864.
Those who argue that Sherman did not mean what he said about exterminating an
entire class of pro-Confederate Southerners have to ignore what Sherman said about
Native Americans: “. .. the more | see of the Indians the more convinced | become
that they must either all be killed or maintained as a species of pauper.” Sherman
seems consistent in his attitude that some groups of people deserved to die.
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Bryan Bush has a book on Burbridge to be published this fall, Butcher Burbridge.

30. Persons documented killed by U. S. soldiers

Paine 368 168 while at Gallatin, 200 at Tullahoma
Milroy 500  Actual number is between 450 and 500
Brixey 66

Hurst 86

Burbridge 50
Total 1070

I have not included in this total the miscellaneous deaths inflicted by scattered units
which have been discussed in this article.

31. Every biography of Forrest discusses Fort Pillow as do books such as River Run
Red and An Unerring Fire. The treatment of Fort Pillow in the biographies varies greatly
depending on the point of view of the author. River Run Red and An Unerring Fire are
so virulently anti-Forrest as to be no more dependable than some of the fawning
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John Cimprich, “Fort Pillow During the Civil War,” North & South, Vol.. 9, #6, presents
a reasonably balanced account of Fort Pillow, although he wants to require history to
provide positive proof that Forrest was innocent of ordering a massacre instead of
requiring positive proof that Forrest did issue such an order before holding him guilty.
This is an unusual standard of proof for the analysis of history and is quite different from
the requirements one would face any court of law.



History does provide positive proof that United States authorities ordered and
condoned the killing of Southern civilians and prisoners of war. The evidence as to those
guilty of these actions is not in debate. Signed orders exist.



