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Daniel Ruggles 

Civil War Confederate Brigadier General. Born in Barre, 

Massachusetts to a respectable family, he had an early 

interest in the military, and graduated from West Point at 

the age of twenty-three. He was first 

assigned to the Fifth Infantry in the 

northwest until the Florida War of 

1840, then was stationed in Wisconsin 

and Michigan until 1845 when he took 

part in the military occupation of 

Texas. With the onset of the Mexican-

American War, he proved his worth as 

a leader in the Battles of Palo Alto and 

Resaca de la Palma and was promoted 

to captain. In 1847 he was at the battles 

of Vera Cruz, San Antonio and Molino 

del Rey, earning a promotion to brevet 

major, then at the Battles of Contrears, 

Cahpultepec and Churubusco, where 

he earned his brevet lieutenant-colonel 

rank. From the end of the Mexican War 

until 1858 he remained stationed in Texas. When the 

Civil War broke out in 1861, he immediately resigned 

from the United States Army and was commissioned  a 

brigadier general of the Virginia Volunteers for the  

Confederacy, his area of command being the 

Fredericksburg area of northern Virginia. He led his 

troops in the Battles of Aquia Creek and Mathias Point 

before he was ordered south to Pensacola, Florida, then 

to New Orleans, Louisiana. Early in 1862, he was 

personally requested by General Bragg to organize a 

brigade headed for Shiloh. Ruggles commanded the First 

Division of Bragg's Corps, where he was specifically 

noted for his bravery on the field and camaraderie with 

his men. At one point Union troops rallied against the 

Confederates and would have succeeded if Ruggles had 

not made a spur-of-the-moment decision to concentrate 

the artillery to the right flank of the opposing army, 

driving back any hope of reinforcement. The second day 

of the battle, he led the charge of the Seventeenth 

Louisiana Regiment, carrying the flag himself. On May 

9th he served in the Battle of Farmington and by June had 

been ordered to the Gulf Coast. Fighting with distinction 

in the Battle of Baton Rouge, he was given command of 

the First Military District of Mississippi. Moving his 

headquarters to Columbus in April 1864, he led his men 

one last time at the Battle of Vicksburg before being 

ordered to the rear due to his advancing age. 

Determined to serve any way he could, he 

accepted a post as commissary-general and at 

the end of the War in 1864, oversaw the 

exchange and release of POWs. With the 

Civil War ended, the old general moved to 

Fredericksburg, still working with the 

military as a member of the visitors board for 

the United States Military Academy from 

1884 until his death at the age of eighty 

seven. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, 

C. S. Army, Commanding First 

Division. April 6-7, 1862..--Battle of 

Pittsburg Landing, or Shiloh, Tenn.  

HDQRS. RUGGLES' DIV. 2D CORPS, ARMY OF THE 

MISS., Corinth, Miss., April 25, 1862.  

Maj. GEORGE G. GARNER, Assistant Adjutant-

General.  

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of 

the services of my division at the battle of Shiloh, Tenn., 
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on the 6th and 7th instant: On Sunday morning, the 6th 

instant, at daybreak, the three brigades composing my 

division occupied the position in line of battle in double 

column at half distance, which had been, under the orders 

of the previous day, indicated, extending from the Bark 

road on the right toward Owl Creek on the left, a distance 

of some 2 miles. Major-General Hardee's advance, 

extending from the Bark road a short distance toward my 

left, constituted the first line. About sunrise I sent orders 

to the commanders of brigades to advance with deploying 

intervals, taking the First as the brigade of direction. Soon 

afterward, receiving orders from Major-General Bragg, I 

directed Col. R. L. Gibson's First Brigade to march by the 

right flank across the Bark road and then advance in 

support of the first line, as previously ordered. I then 

made dispositions as 

rapidly as possible to 

insure conformity on 

the part of the other 

brigades of my 

division with this 

change of plan. The 

commander of the 

Third Brigade, Col. 

Preston Pond, had been 

already directed to 

throw one regiment of 

infantry and a section 

of Captain Ketchum's 

guns into position on 

the Owl Creek road 

and prevent the enemy 

turning our left flank. 

Four companies of cavalry, under Capts. T. F. Jenkins, 

commanding, A. Tomlinson, J. J. Cox, and J. Robins, 

covered our right and left flank. Returning from a rapid 

supervision along the line, when approaching the Bark 

road the enemy opened fire from point to point in rapid 

succession, driving back some troops of the first line. The 

Washington Artillery, under Captain Hodgson, was then 

brought forward, and two howitzers and two rifled guns, 

commanded by Lieutenant Slocomb, with two guns under 

Captain Shoup, were put in position on the crest of a ridge 

near an almost impenetrable boggy thicket ranging along 

our front, and opened a destructive fire in response to the 

enemy's batteries, then sweeping our lines at short range. 

I also sent orders to Brigadier-General Anderson to 

advance rapidly with his Second Brigade, and as soon as 

he came up I directed a charge a against the enemy, in 

which some of the Sixth Mississippi and Second 

Tennessee joined. At the same time I directed other troops 

to move rapidly by the right to turn the enemy's position 

beyond the swamp and that the field artillery follow as 

soon as masked by the movement of the infantry. Under 

these movements, vigorously executed, after a spirited 

contest, the enemy's whole line gave way, and our 

advance took possession of the camp and batteries against 

which the charge was made. I then sent orders to Colonel 

Pond to advance rapidly the Third Brigade, swinging to 

the right, meeting the development of the enemy's line of 

fire, sweeping the camps on the left, and to prevent 

surprise on his left flank.  Subsequently I sent orders to 

Colonel Looney's (Thirty-eighth Tennessee) regiment 

and the section of Ketchum's battery, then on the Owl 

Creek road, to conform to these movements.  In the mean 

time the First Brigade (Gibson's) united with Brigadier-

General Hindman's advance, after having driven the 

enemy from their camp on our right, engaged in repeated 

charges against the enemy's new line, now held on the 

margin of an open field 

swept by his fire. The 

enemy's camps on our left 

being apparently cleared I 

endeavored to concentrate 

forces on his right flank in 

this new position, and 

directed Captain 

Hodgson's battery into 

action there. The fire of 

this battery and a charge 

from the Second Brigade 

put the enemy to flight. 

Even after having been 

driven back from this 

position the enemy rallied 

and disputed the ground 

with remarkable tenacity 

for some two or three hours against our forces in front and 

his right flank, where cavalry, infantry, and artillery 

mingled in the conflict. As the enemy finally gave way I 

directed the movement of the Second Brigade toward the 

right along the crest of the ridge following the line of the 

enemy's continued resistance, and sent a section of 

Ketchum's battery into action on a road leading toward 

Pittsburg, in a position overlooking the broken slope 

below, to reply to batteries nearly in front and in the forest 

to the right, with which the enemy swept a large circuit 

around; sending also Colonel Smith's (Louisiana 

Crescent) regiment, Third Brigade, to support this 

battery, then harassed by skirmishers, and to seize the 

opportunity to charge the enemy's position. I then put a 

section of guns, commanded by First Lieut. James C. 

Thrall, belonging to Capt. George T. Hubbard's 

(Arkansas) battery, in position on the road reading along 

the ridge, still farther to the right, which was soon forced 

to retire under the concentrated fire of the enemy's 

artillery'. Discovering the enemy in considerable numbers 

moving through the forest on the lower margin of the 

Line of cannon representing Ruggles Battery at Shiloh National 

Battlefield 



 
 

 

open field in front, I obtained Trabue's and Stanford's 

light batteries and brought them into action, and directed 

their fire on masses of the enemy then pressing forward 

toward our right, engaged in a fierce contest with our 

forces then advancing against him in that direction. I 

directed my staff officers at the same time to bring 

forward all the field guns they could collect from the left 

toward the right as rapidly as possible, resulting in the 

concentration of the following batteries, commencing on 

the right and extending to the left:  1st, Captain Trabue's 

Kentucky ; 2d, Captain Burns' Mississippi ; 3d, First 

Lieutenant Thrall's section of Captain Hubbard's 

Arkansas; 4th, Captain Swett's Mississippi; 5th, Captain 

Trigg's, and 6th, Captain Roberts' Arkansas; 7th, Captain 

Rutledge's; 8th, Captain Robertson's (12-pounder 

Napoleon guns) Alabama; 9th, Captain Stanford's 

Mississippi; 10th, Captain Bankhead's Tennessee; 11th, 

Captain Hodgson's Washington Artillery, of Louisiana, 

extending in succession to the left, toward the position 

already designated as occupied by Captain Ketchum's 

(Alabama) battery.  For a brief period the enemy 

apparently gained ground, and when the conflict was at 

its height these batteries opened upon his concentrated 

forces, enfilading Prentiss' 

division on his right flank, 

producing immediate 

commotion, and soon resulted in 

the precipitate retreat of the 

enemy from the contest.  At this 

moment the Second Brigade and 

the Crescent Regiment pressed 

forward and cut off a considerable 

portion of the enemy, comprising 

Prentiss' division, who 

surrendered to the Crescent 

Regiment, of my command, then 

pressing upon its rear.       

Subsequently, while advancing 

toward the river, I received 

instructions from General Bragg to carry forward all the 

troops I could find, and while assembling a considerable 

force ready for immediate action I received from Colonel 

Augustin notice of General Beauregard's orders to 

withdraw from the further pursuit, and finding soon 

afterwards that the forces were falling back, I retired with 

them, just as night set in, to the open field in rear, and as 

I received no further orders I directed General Anderson 

and Colonel Gibson to hold their troops in readiness, with 

their arms cleaned and cartridges supplied, for service the 

next morning for the movement of the Third Brigade 

during the day, sweeping the left around toward the 

enemy's center, and the position held during the night, 

reference is made to the report of Colonel Pond, the 

brigade commander.   On the morning of the 7th, at about 

6 o'clock, a messenger from Colonel Pond gave notice 

that the enemy were in his front in force, and that he 

would endeavor to hold him in check until he should 

receive re-enforcements. My First and Second Brigades 

moved immediately to the field and joined Colonel Pond 

in his position.   Some time afterward Colonel Pond's 

brigade was ordered to the right, and Colonel Gibson's 

then occupied the left, with a part of which and some two 

companies of cavalry we made the attempt to charge the 

enemy's right flank and silence a battery there, in which 

we only partially succeeded with Colonel Fagan's (First 

Arkansas) regiment, the exhausted condition of the 

infantry, and fruitless attempt of the cavalry. We 

succeeded, however, after having silenced and dislodged 

the battery, in maintaining a position well advanced upon 

the enemy's flank, until recalled and moved to the center 

and left of our line, where the conflict raged most fiercely 

for some hours, with varying fortune, until on the 

approach of night our troops were withdrawn from the 

field. In falling back I commanded the artillery, infantry, 

and cavalry constituting the second line or rear guard of 

the movement.  In these successive conflicts, covering a 

period of nearly two days, the troops of my division 

displayed almost uniformly great 

bravery and personal gallantry 

worthy of veterans in the cause. 

The regiments were remarkable 

for their steadiness in action, the 

maintenance of their organization 

in the field, and their good 

conduct generally from the 

beginning to the end of these 

battles. In consequence of the 

hurried nature of my report I shall 

not enter into details touching the 

personal conduct of many officers 

and men distinguished for their 

gallantry or the special and signal 

services of regiments, 

commending, however, the reports of brigade, 

regimental, and independent company commanders, in all 

particulars, to special consideration.  It gives me pleasure 

to acknowledge the services on the field, promptly and 

gallantly rendered, of Capt. Roy M. Hooe, assistant 

adjutant general, and First Lieut. M. B. Ruggles, aide-de-

camp, throughout the successive conflicts; of Lieut. L. D. 

Sandidge, acting assistant inspector-general, the greater 

part of both days; of Maj. John Claiborne, chief 

quartermaster, a part of the first day; of Surg. F. M. 

Hereford, chief surgeon, slightly wounded, who rendered 

important services on the field until the wounded required 

his professional services; of Maj. E. S. Ruggles, volunteer 

aide-de-camp, until disabled in the left arm by the 

explosion of a shell near the close of the first day; of Capt. 



 
 

 

G. M. Beck, volunteer aide-de-camp, and of Col. S.S. 

Heard (Louisiana Volunteers), who volunteered and 

rendered important services on the field both days, and of 

Dr. S.S. Sandidge, who volunteered professionally, and 

although partially disabled by being thrown against a tree, 

accompanied me to the end of the contest. Major 

Hallonquist, chief of artillery, rendered me important 

services during a part of the second day. I have to regret 

the loss of Lieut. Benjamin King, acting assistant 

adjutant-general, killed during the first day, and of Private 

Manuel W. Chapman, of the Seventh Regiment Louisiana 

Volunteers, my secretary,  toward the close of the second 

day, and of Corporal Adam Cloninger and Private John 

Stalnaker, of Captain Cox's cavalry, who were killed 

while serving as couriers under my immediate orders. I 

am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,  

DANIEL RUGGLES, Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, 

Commanding Division. 

"Artillery adds dignity to what otherwise would 

be a vulgar brawl." – Unknown 

"God fights on the side with the best artillery." - 

Napoleon Bonaparte 

"Do not forget your dogs of war, your big guns, 

which are the most-to-be respected arguments of 

the rights of kings" -Frederick the Great 

"The work for giants....to serve well the guns." -

Walt Whitman 

"I do not have to tell you who won the war. You 

know, the artillery did." - Gen. George S. Patton 

"Leave the artillerymen alone, they are an 

obstinate lot..." - Napoleon Bonaparte 

"There is no job in the field artillery for the weak, 

the timid or the indecisive" – Unknown 

"Artillerymen believe the world consists of two 

kinds of people: other artillerymen and targets." 

- Unknown. 

"If you don’t have enough artillery, quit" - Gen. 

Richard Cavasos 

"The guns, thank God, the guns!" - Rudyard 

Kipling 

"Cannon to the right of them, cannon to the left 

of them, cannon infront of them, volley'ed and 

thundered" - The Charge of the Light Brigade 

"A battery of artillery is worth a thousand 

muskets." - Gen. William T. Sherman 

"Gunners will always fight together, drink 

together, laugh together, and mourn together." - 

Unknown 

 

 

SCV LIFE MEMBERS ROSTER 

T. Tarry Beasley II            T. Tarry Beasley III  

T Tarry Beasley IV            Eugene Callaway               

W. Kent Daniel Jr.             James Anthony Davis         

Hubert Dellinger Jr., MD   H. Clark Doan          

Gary Douglas                     Robert Freeman                 

Eugene Forrester                Donald Harrison                 

Frederick Harrison             Frank Holeman                   

M. Gary Hood                    William P Hunter, Jr.          

Bobby Lessel                      Jerry C. Lunsford                

C. Bruce Lynch                  Frank M. McCroskey         

James Lee McDowell         Michael C. McDowel 

Steve M. McIntyre              Arthur Oliver 

Charles Wendell Park         Steve Reason                       

Larry J. Spiller, Jr.              Larry J. Spiller, Sr.             

Osborn Turner, IV              Charles L Vernon               

William C. Wilson 

 

 
The General Robert E. Lee Camp #1640 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Go to our website: 
http://www.tennessee-scv.org/camp1640/ 
Or visit our Facebook pages at: 
https://www.facebook.com/BluffCityGraysMemphis 
http://www.facebook.com/RELeeCamp1640  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SCV-Memphis-

Brigade-Color-Guard/268457703293353 
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