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Commander’s Corner 

Since I know everyone’s 

eyes have gravitated to 

the picture before 

reading this article, I 

should start by 

introducing our new 

Camp “mascots”!  Meet 

Buckshot and Dixie 

Miller!  I anticipate them 

being a key element in 

our marketing strategy to 

attract people to our 

booth at the 

Germantown Festival 

this year! 

Much has happened over 

the last month toward 

making changes to 

increase our exposure, 

attendance and membership.  Filing papers for a booth at 

the Germantown Festival again is one of them.  This is a 

premiere event that will afford us lots of opportunities to 

tell people about our Camp.  It’s always a lot of fun and I 

hope you will make plans to help me with staffing couple 

of hour shifts.  Wives enjoy going to the festival too so it 

is a nice day out together as well.  It’s always the weekend 

after Labor Day so please mark your calendars.   

The Lee Camp had good representation at the sold-out 

Lee, Jackson, Chalmers banquet last week.  I enjoyed 

visiting with the other 5 local Camp Commanders and 

laid the groundwork toward efforts of more collaboration 

between the Camps for all of our mutual benefit. 

As you can see from the listing in this edition of Traveller, 

Lt. Commander Bruce Lynch has done a terrific job in 

booking out our future speaker docket.  I expect by next 

month more months will be filled with more terrific 

presentations.  DON’T KEEP THESE A SECRET!  Use 

this list to approach others about interesting topics 

coming up that might pique their interest enough to attend 

one of our meetings for the first time.  This is very 

important to our future and makes inviting a friend to join 

you much easier when they know what to expect. 

Perhaps the biggest change is adding dinner to our 

monthly meetings!  Don’t forget that we will gather at 

6:15 pm for BBQ from Germantown Commissary at our 

next meeting Feb. 10th.  Initially the costs will be covered 

by the Camp.  The meetings themselves will begin at the 

regular 7 pm start time.  We hope this will make 

attendance a little less rushed after one gets off work and 

also that you will use this as another tool to invite new 

people to come. 

We are now covered again by the Germantown News 

newspaper.  You might recall the article I forwarded that 

was written by the editor in support of the Forrest bust 

being on display in the Capitol Building.  He was very 

enthused about offering to print reports from and 

announcements of our meetings.  I supplied him a 

summary of the January 13 meeting and will do so in the 

months ahead as well.  This is another avenue for 

increasing positive exposure for our Camp and hopefully 

in time will yield first time visitors and new members. 

CAMP MEETING 

February 10, 2020 

Speaker:  Lee Millar  

Topic: “How Forrest Saved 5 Universities ” 

6:15 p.m. BBQ dinner from the 

Germantown Commissary, complements 

of the Camp.  (Bring a desert if you like.) 

7:00 p.m. Meeting starts
Germantown Regional History and 

Genealogy Center 

Don’t miss our next meeting! 



 
 

 

I’m excited to announce something else new and creative.  

I want to have periodic “field trips” for our Camp and the 

first one will be a relic hunting day.  It will be Saturday 

morning February 29 on the property of John Green’s 

library.  This ground sits in the heart of the Battle of 

Collierville site and interesting items from this 

engagement have been dug up there and are on display 

inside his library.   

The plan is to meet at John’s library at 8 am, relic hunt 

the acreage he owns there until noon and then walk up the 

street to Gus’s Fried Chicken for lunch.  If you don’t 

currently own a metal detector, maybe consider buying or 

borrowing one beforehand.  If not, come on out anyway 

and see what interesting finds we may have. 

Since John is a member of the Wigfall Grays Camp in 

Collierville, I suggested they join us.  I am very grateful 

to John for embracing this idea and think it will be really 

fun.  It is also another unique event to recruit to.  Let’s 

take advantage of it.  When thinking of who you may 

invite, don’t overlook your sons, grandsons or other 

younger boys you know.  They are our future and this is 

precisely the kind of activity that may strike a flame of 

historical interest within them. 

Consider taking a younger person also to the Military 

History & Civil War Show March 6-7.  There are a lot of 

very interesting things to see as well as speakers to hear.  

Our own Compatriot Donald Harrison works very, very 

hard to put on this show so I hope you will support his 

efforts by making it a priority to attend. 

So, there you have it.  The last month has seen many 

accomplishments toward ensuring a bright future for the 

Lee Camp.  We have lots of exciting things to recruit to 

now so let’s get to it and forward the colors! 

Shane Miller, Commander 

 

This Month's Book Recommendation:  

The Craggy Hill of Slavery 
Review by Walter D. (Donnie) Kennedy  

It Wasn’t About 

Slavery: Exposing 

the Great Lie of 

the Civil War 

(Regnery History, 

2020) by Samuel 

Mitcham 

 

 

 

 

On a huge hill, Cragged and steep, Truth stands, and he 

that will Reach her, about must and about must go, And 

what the hill’s suddenness resists, win so. John Donne, 

Satire III 

As John Donne so correctly informs us, truth is not 

something easily discerned, recognized, nor often 

embraced.  Often when the truth is found and it does not 

comport to man’s hoped-for meaning, instead of 

graciously embracing the truth it is attacked and those 

seeking it are scorned.  In today’s post-modern, 

politically correct society anyone who expresses the truth 

about slavery and the War for Southern Independence 

must be willing to be subjected to the most horrendous 

attacks from leftists in the media, and academia, as well 

as being harangued by establishment politicians and 

many religious groups.  But this is precisely what Dr. 

Samuel Mitcham has willingly subjected himself to in his 

latest book, It Wasn’t About Slavery.1 

In It Wasn’t About Slavery, Mitcham does not dance 

around the subject of why the War for Southern 

Independence was fought.  The good professor makes no 

attempt to flank the enemy’s stronghold or use 

“intellectual” drones to safely attack his opponent’s 

fortress of falsehoods.  At the front of his troops, the 

gallant “General” Mitcham makes an overwhelming and 

successful frontal attack upon p.c. ignorance and 

arrogance. 

The Northern victors of the War for Southern 

Independence use two major myths to hide the nakedness 

of their aggression, conquest, and occupation of the once 

free Confederate States of America. They are: (1) 

Secession is equal to treason and (2) The South fought the 

“Civil War” (not my term, theirs’) to keep their 

slaves.  When it comes to truth-telling and the Yankee, 

Mitcham does not spare the rod of verbal chastisement: 

“The victor, it is said, writes the history, but these people 

have abused the privilege”2 [emphasis added].  Mitcham 

makes an astute analysis of the true objective of “those 

people” as General Lee referred to Dixie’s invaders, as it 

relates to truth and history: “Their objective is not to 

‘Seek the Truth’ (which should be the goal of every 

legitimate historian), but to serve an agenda.”  And what 

is the nature of the invader’s “agenda”?   I will simply let 

another great Southern historian enlighten us: “What 

passes as standard American history is really Yankee 

history written by New Englanders or their puppets to 

glorify Yankee heroes and ideas.”3 Although the term 

“fake news” has become a commonly understood term 

today, Southerners must deal not only with “fake news” 

but most importantly to the survival of our culture, “fake 

history.” 

The keystone to modern-day fake history is the myth that 

https://www.abbevilleinstitute.org/blog/author/walter-kennedy/
https://www.abbevilleinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/wasnt-slavery.jpg


 
 

 

slavery and therefore racism was a cornerstone of 

Southern society; whereas, freedom, equality, and 

democracy were foundational to Northern society.  In 

essence this myth is used to explain away all the horrors 

imposed upon the people of the South.  Punishing the 

South was necessary to make America a truly free 

country—so goes the myth.  As Mitcham demonstrates, 

white-supremacy and racism were more pronounced in 

the North than the South.  Many European visitors to 

these United States testified to this reality.4  As one 

historian noted even in the State of New Jersey it’s 

legislature “had made ample provision by her own statute 

[protecting] the rights of the slaveholder.”5  In 1858 New 

Jersey a committee of the New Jersey Legislature 

declared, “slavery existed at the time of the adoption of 

the constitution in all States of the confederacy”6 [Federal 

Union].  Racism was also evident throughout the 

North.  For example, in 1864, Republicans unanimously 

join Democrats in New Jersey and passed an anti-

miscegenation law outlawing marriage between White 

and Black people.7  These examples could be repeated for 

virtually every Northern state ad infinitum.  Regardless of 

such examples of Northern slaveholding and Northern 

racism, fake history teaches Americans that it is the South 

that must carry the burden of slavery and racism—

Mitcham exposes this myth. 

This book also demonstrates that the War for Southern 

Independence was about more than slavery.   Mitcham’s 

book covers a wide range of causative factors in the 

invasion and conquest of the South.  An informative and 

revealing look at such issues as the Constitutional Right 

of Secession, North and South Cultural Differences, John 

Brown the Terrorist, and most importantly, The Costs and 

Results of the War, provides an understanding of the War 

that is lacking in modern America. 

Mitcham concludes his book by firmly pointing out that 

any open-minded reader should understand “that the war 

was not just about slavery and certainly not primarily 

about slavery.”  Mitcham explains that it was control of a 

powerful centralized and unquestionable supreme 

Federal government that was the primary reason for the 

conquest of the South.  The War provided a victory of 

Hamiltonian big government over Jeffersonian small 

(local) government. “The Hamiltonian system called for 

principal loyalty to a strong, dominant federal 

government.  The Jeffersonian ideal that the principal 

loyalty was to the state and to the idea that ‘that governs 

best which governs least.’ The issue is now 
settled.  Hamiltonianism eventually (and naturally) 

evolved into the present Nanny State…. Since 1865, the 

only restraint to the federal government has been the 

federal government—an oxymoron that works for very 

few Americans today.”8 

In his concluding remarks Mitcham has hit upon an issue 

even more important than simply slavery or secession. 

This issue is also one that most patriotic Americans are 

fearful to examine. After the conquest of the South, 

General Lee warned that with the concentration 

(consolidation) of all power into the hands of an all-

powerful federal government, America would become 

“aggressive abroad and despotic at home.”9   As Mitcham 

points out, the United States of the founding fathers is not 

the United States that emerged victorious from the War 

for Southern Independence.  The truth about slavery, 

secession, and the post-Appomattox Yankee Empire are 

indeed mired upon that cragged hill.  We who would 

reach that truth, about must and about must go, And what 

the hill’s suddenness resists, win so. That cragged hill 

must be approached with care and courage but if real 

American freedom is to be known to a future generation, 

it must be approached.  Dr. Mitcham has made that 

journey a little easier by destroying one more myth about 

why the War was fought. 

1 Dr. Samuel W. Mitcham, Jr., It wasn’t About Slavery 

(Regnery History, Washington, DC: 2020) 
2 Mitcham, xv. 
3 Dr. Grady McWhiney, Journal of Mississippi History, May 

1980, ‘Jefferson Davis the Unforgiven,’ XLII, 124. 
4 Kennedy and Kennedy, Punished with Poverty: The Suffering 

South (Shotwell Publishing Co., Columbia SC: 2016) 25-26. 
5 James J. Gigantino, II, The Ragged Road To Abolition 

(University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia: 2015) 241. 
6 Ibid, 241. 
7 Ibid, 245. 
8  Mitcham, 179. 
9 Robert E. Lee, as cited in Kennedy and Kennedy, Yankee 

Empire:  Aggressive Abroad and Despotic at Home (Shotwell 

Publishing Co., Columbia, SC: 2019) ix. 

About Walter D. (Donnie) Kennedy 

Walter D. (Donnie) Kennedy was born and reared in 

Mississippi. Donnie moved to Louisiana at the age of 19. 

He received his bachelor’s degree form the University of 

Louisiana, Monroe, La. and graduated Charlotte 

Memorial Medical Center School of Anesthesia, 

Charlotte, NC. Donnie and his twin brother, Ron, are best 

known for their bestselling book, The South Was Right! 

Both Donnie and his twin brother have served as 

commander of the Louisiana Division, Sons of 

Confederate Veterans.  

Being Southern in an Age of Radicalism  
by Dr. Clyde Wilson, 

You are deplorable. 

It is worse than that. If you are Southern or interested in 

the South you are the most deplorable of all the 

deplorables. There is no place for you among the 



 
 

 

enlightened and virtuous people of 21st Century 

America.  But perhaps there is a certain advantage to 

being an outsider. It can help you see what 21st century 

America really is rather than what it assumes itself to be. 

We can’t understand Southern identity without a candid 

view of that other thing, call it the North or mainstream 

America or the Age of Radicalism, for which the South 

has been an economic colony and a cultural whipping boy 

since well before the War for Southern Independence.  I 

was struck a few years ago by the statement of a leading 

Ivy League intellectual. America was suffering, he said, 

from increasing violence because of the spread of “the 

Southern gun culture.” This was the time of Timothy 

McVeigh of New York, Michigan, and the U.S. Army; of 

the Unabomber from Harvard and Berkeley; of the 

Columbine shooters (the only ones who used guns). You 

see, all this violence is because something is seeping out 

of the evil Southern culture to contaminate the good parts 

of America. 

More recently, another Ivy League savant 

characterised the present truly deplorable 

condition of once wealthy and productive 

Detroit as “an Alabama ghetto.” We have 

now had three generations born and raised 

in Detroit, but if there is something wrong, 

you see, it must be the fault of the South. To 

invoke Alabama explains it all. In fact, 

studies have shown that the first generation 

of African-Americans who migrated from 

the South to Detroit were well-behaved 

even though they faced a lot of hostility. 

They had jobs and founded churches and 

businesses. But what has happened since MUST BE the 

fault of Southerners. That is the eternal default 

position.  Even more recently, I read the comments of a 

gentleman who says that in his Northern parochial school, 

the nuns taught that Southerners used black people for fire 

logs.  

These commentators are ignorant. They are also diseased 

in mind and character. They imagine something they call 

the South which does not exist. To identify this as the 

source of evil in an otherwise pure and shining American 

society is for them a sign of superior intelligence and 

virtue. This defect is present, I fear, in millions of 

Americans, including some Southerners. You have to 

wonder what would become of them if they did not have 

this imaginary South to blame everything on and had to 

face their own selves. It seems to me this attitude can only 

flourish because American mainstream society is devoid 

of religion and any real culture, as well as of self-

knowledge. It has no self except in contrast that 

imaginary evil “other” that is standing in the way of 

perfection.  This is the hostile environment in which the 

Southern tradition must survive. 

John C. Calhoun said that the South was the balance 

wheel of the Union. Without the South America would go 

wild and fly apart. In this time when the South has lost 

almost all power and influence, is not that exactly what 

has happened? Is that not why we are in the “Age of 

Radicalism”?  Southerners are always being called upon 

to stop being themselves and become more like other 

Americans. Curiously, however, to be a mainstream 

American one must be intellectually and morally nimble 

enough to hit a moving target. Mainstream America is 

always changing and about every second or third 

generation it goes into a frantic revolutionary mode as it 

did in the 1850-1870s , in the 1960s-70s, and as we are 

living though now. The South has changed a lot but it 

simply can’t keep up. And what civilized people would 

want to keep up with the mainstream America that is sunk 

in materialism, intellectual trivia, moral depravity, and 

that anti-culture called diversity? 

The South, of course, may be dealt with by 

tangible facts and figures, historical and 

present-day. But there is an intangible 

element that is perhaps the most important 

of all. Although intangible, this South is 

real, not a product of the ravings of 

celebrated intellectuals. It may be this 

promethean qualitativeness of “the South” 

that allows outsiders to deal with us in ways 

that defy all reality.  This is what Mel 

Bradford was getting at when he defined the 

South “As a vital and long-lasting bond, a 

corporate identity assumed by those who 

have contributed to it.” The bond is not quantifiable It is 

a shared identity of values and behaviour, perhaps even 

of personality, and it has lasted a long time and is much 

more venerable, humane, and constructive than that 

artificial and dubious creation known at the U.S. 

government. It is not even a matter of birth and raising. It 

is shared by all who contribute to it.  In 1981, with 

youthful presumptuousness that still astonishes me, I 

attempted to define the South. I wrote:  “In my opinion 

the South has always been primarily a matter of values, a 

peculiar repository of intangible qualities in a society 

particularly preoccupied with the quantifiable.” 

Count Hermann Keyserling was an Austrian (not 

German) nobleman well-known in the 1920s for his 

insightful writings on his world travels. After a long visit 

to the United States, he praised the material success of the 

United States (this was written in 1929 just before the 

Great Depression). But he added this: “When the 

American nation finds itself culturally, the hegemony will 

inevitably pass over to the South. There alone can there 

be a question of enduring culture. The region below the 



 
 

 

Potomac possesses the type that was truly responsible for 

America’s greatness in the past. This is the type of the 

Southern gentleman, with the corresponding type of 

woman. For these are the only types of complete souls 

that the United States has yet produced.” 

The only “complete souls” to be found among culturally 

and spiritually shallow Americans are Southerners. Think 

about it. Bradford and Keyserling’s remarks relate to the 

“social bond individualism” described by Richard 

Weaver. Lee’s men spontaneously forced him out of the 

line of fire against orders because it was the right thing to 

do for the common enterprise they were carrying out for 

their society. We may observe also, I think, a complete 

soul in the Southern grandmother who in civilizing young 

people warned against bad behavior not because it would 

be punished or was a bar to success but because “we don’t 

do that sort of thing.” It may be that 

the Southern dominance of 

American literature and music is an 

example of how complete souls can 

find expression even in such a 

debased American society as we 

now endure.   

This form of individualism can often 

include a good deal of cussedness. 

Like Faulkner’s farmer who could 

not fathom that the government 

wanted to pay him NOT to grow cotton. Or the 

Confederate soldier described by Shelby Foote, who 

survived Pickett’s Charge and backed very slowly and 

defiantly down the hill taunting the Yankees.  In the late 

19th century Americans reached a workable compromise 

in the understanding of the great revolutionary bloodshed 

of the War for Southern Independence. Southerners were 

glad that the Union had been preserved and wanted to 

fully participate in the flourishing America that followed. 

Northerners agreed that there was good and bad on both 

sides and that Southern motives were honourable and 

Southern heroes were American heroes. 

There was another side to this peace treaty, however: 

everything good about the South became American. In 

the mainstream understanding of American history, the 

great Southerners who created and nourished the United 

States were “Americans,” that is, they were honorary 

Yankees. Only bad people like Calhoun, slavery 

defenders and traitors, were considered “Southern.” So 

Washington and Jefferson were put on Mount Rushmore 

along with Lincoln and Teddy Roosevelt to suggest some 

sort of American, that is, Yankee tradition. In fact 

Washington and Jefferson would have despised Lincoln 

and Roosevelt as betrayers of the Founding. Now that we 

are expunging heroes, let’s blast Washington and 

Jefferson off of Mount Rushmore and replace them with 

Chester Arthur and Warren Harding. 

It seems now that the lie is not working so well. It has 

come home that Washington and Jefferson and Andrew 

Jackson were Southern slaveholders, so there is a rising 

demand that they be expunged along with Confederates. 

Since Southern plantation owners were Presidents for 50 

out of the first 72 years of the United States, as were most 

other significant leaders, American history must go. New 

Orleans can no longer celebrate its greatest hero, a 

slaveholder. If we are to put under the ban all slaveholders 

then we have wiped away all of the earliest and best part 

of American history. That, of course, is exactly what is 

intended.  But it has also wiped away the lies that have 

passed for mainstream American history. Washington 

and Jefferson and Andy Jackson are once more Southern 

and no longer honorary Yankees. And we can claim 

entirely for ourselves Lee and 

Forrest, who are not just Southern 

icons but world renowned military 

leaders, among the greatest ever 

produced by America.  

I find the jihadist campaign against 

America liberating. As Southerners 

we no longer have to be good sports 

and play by the rules that “those 

people” as General Lee politely 

called them, have thrown out. We 

can once more embrace our own Southern history, which 

is the real American history.  As Dr. Livingston and Dr. 

McClanahan have shown, from the beginning the South 

was America and America was the South. With good will, 

the South gave all to build the United States. Southerners 

all along thought of the Union as an agreement in good 

faith for mutual benefit of all the States. They served it in 

a spirit of patriotism and honour. From the very first day 

the ruling elements of the North considered the Union as 

a way to make themselves some easy money. They still 

do, and secondarily as a tool to force their way of thinking 

on everybody else. Our loyalty to the United States has 

never been reciprocated and our desire to be good 

Americans has been treated with contempt. That is the 

reality of enlightened and virtuous 21st century America 

that we can see from the perspective of the Southern 

tradition. 

The Revolutionary War was won in the South by 

Southerners, although New England historians lied so 

industriously that most people see the winning of 

independence through a New England lens. In both the 

colonial and antebellum eras, the South was the 

productive part of the American economy, its products in 

great demand internationally. And it was the most 

prosperous as well. The North could not produce 

anything that Europe could not make for itself, thus the 



 
 

 

tariff that forced all American consumers to guarantee 

profits to Northern industrialists and a national debt that 

did the same for bankers.  Remember, in 1860 Lincoln 

was rejected by 60% of the American people. But he and 

his party got control of the federal machinery and waged 

a brutal war of conquest against the Southern people that 

no one previously could have imagined possible.  

This war destroyed 60% of the property and one fourth of 

the men of the South. War was very deliberately made on 

civilians, including African Americans. Historians who 

have looked recently into the matter are discovering that 

the Southern civilian death toll, white and black, was 

much greater than has previously been estimated.  In 

carrying out this war of conquest nothing was ever done 

by the Union with a primary motive of benefit to the 

African Americans. In war and Reconstruction they were 

simply tools of the winning side. The war 

was not to preserve the Union. It was to 

replace the Union with a centralized 

machine. Lincoln did not save Government 

of by and for the people. He established a 

permanent regime of state capitalism.  This 

means that the real power is in the hands of 

big business and big banks who use the 

government to protect and increase their 

own private profit and wealth. It had 

nothing to do with slavery or the welfare of 

African Americans. 

This is the reality of 21st century America 

that we live under. If you don’t think so, remember the 

bailout a few years back in the derivatives crisis. The 

banks had gambled and lost. But they were Too Big to 

Fail. Neither party could think of any solution except for 

the taxpayers to bail the criminals out to the tune of 

billions of dollars. And this was regarded as an exercise 

of great statesmanship. If there had been any Southern 

Jeffersonian Democracy left the crisis would never have 

happened nor would the atrocity of the bailout. 

There has been a campaign to whitewash Reconstruction. 

But verbal gymnastics and cherry-picked facts cannot 

forever disguise the fact that that Reconstruction was 

actually a regime of oppression by military dictatorship 

and of looting of an already impoverished region that 

postponed its recovery. In the end it left nothing but 

poverty for Southerners white and black.  The period 

following Reconstruction has been euphemistically 

described as “the New South.” I recommend two recent 

books --- Philip Leigh’s SOUTHERN 

RECONSTRUCTION and PUNISHED BY POVERTY 

by Ronald and Donald Kennedy. They show that 

Reconstruction has never ended. We remain a colony of 

the ruling class of mainstream America to be 

impoverished for their benefit and hectored for our sins. 

You will be surprised to learn to what extent federal 

policy after Reconstruction was designed to keep 

Southerners, black and white, as impoverished colonials. 

Some 20 million Southerners, black and white, left for the 

North and West in the first half of the 20th century to 

escape their poverty---a world-class diaspora. But being 

good sports and constructive and desiring to be good 

Americans, Southerners have almost ceased to notice 

their second-class citizenship. And the South is still the 

only part of American that remembers the Jeffersonian 

philosophy of government, as Dr. Walters has pointed 

out. 

The sufferings of Southerners in the war and 

Reconstruction do not even register on the national 

consciousness. How easy it is to endure other peoples’ 

troubles.  Several people have recently attacked General 

Lee for being bitter after the war. How can 

one be bitter about his land and people 

being destroyed now that he has been 

shown the superior virtue of the other side? 

This is the same mentality that encourages 

Americans to wreak destructive havoc on 

other countries. Why don’t they love us 

when we send drones half way around the 

world to blow up their wedding parties? 

After all, we mean well and only want to 

bring them good things.   

Faulkner, the greatest American writer of 

the 20th century, wrote from the Southern 

tradition. There is the young farmer so poor he had to 

listen to the radio outside a neighbour’s window. But the 

day after Pearl Harbour he hitchhiked to Memphis to 

enlist. He did not need any abstractions about saving the 

world for democracy. To defend your people was the 

right thing to do. That is social bond individualism. 

Thoreau would have said don’t bother him. Emerson 

would have demanded that he be the one to decide for 

everybody else what the war was about.  Or the old lady 

and two boys in Faulkner’s Intruder in the Dust who go 

to extreme lengths to save a black man falsely accused of 

murder. Not because they are dedicated to some 

abstraction about equality but because it is the right thing 

to do as members of society. And Faulkner’s The Reivers, 

as Bradford pointed out, begins with the words 

“Grandfather said…” followed by an uproarious account 

of what happens with Grandfather’s instructions on the 

conduct of a gentleman are disregarded. Imagine 

Hemingway’s or Fitzgeralds’s solipsist characters 

listening to what Grandfather said. 

"In Go Down, Moses" the character Ike McCaslin has 

been taken to be a hero because he repudiates his family 

heritage tainted with slavery. But Ike is no hero, he is a 

barren man, driven by an overly fastidious and abstract 



 
 

 

idea of the good. He is a Southern Thoreau. The real hero 

is the worldy Cass Edmonds, who accepts his tarnished 

heritage and does his best to carry out his responsibilities 

to his people, black and white. When in The 

Unvanquished Bayard Sartoris faces down his father’s 

killer unarmed in order to stop a cycle of violence, he is a 

conspicuous example of social bond 

individualism.  Cleanth Brooks, the greatest student of 

Faulkner, as pointed out that the central character of all 

of Faulkner’s work is not an individual but the 

community—the town of Jefferson and Yoknapatawpha 

County. This is true of all the great Southern writers and 

sets them off from what elsewhere passes for American 

literature. The world portrayed in Southern literature has 

historical scope and social context, compared to what 

passes for American literature. 

Faulkner at the time of his death was preparing a book to 

be called ”The American Dream—What Happened to 

It?.” He had written some parts of it and it is a pure 

expression of the Southern and Jeffersonian tradition, 

more so than he probably realized. In a speech a year after 

the Nobel speech, Faulkner said that the noble American 

principle of a right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness had become nothing more than an excuse for 

materialistic ease. The early Americans did not mean just 

the chance to chase happiness. By happiness they meant 

“not just pleasure, idleness, but peace, dignity, 

independence and self respect,” things that had to be 

worked for and earned. “We knew it once, had it once … 

only something happened to us.” We no longer “believed 

in liberty and freedom and independence as the old 

fathers in the old strong, dangerous times had meant it.” 

Nobody these days even knows what you are talking 

about when, like Keyserling, you mention “souls.” That 

is evidence that the United States has never found itself 

culturally. I would say that it never will, because 

American culture is now irredeemable. The Southern soul 

is still here but we have to admit that it is embattled and 

weakened and I rejoice to see that it survives in some 

young people.  Our topic this summer is “Being Southern 

in an Age of Radicalism.” I can think of no better way to 

conclude these reflections than this passage from 

Abbeville Scholar, Dr. Robert Peters:  "The South is a 

garden. It has been worn out by the War, Reconstruction, 

the Period of Desolation, the Depression and the worst 

ravages of all---Modernity; yet, a worn-out garden, its 

contours perceived by keen eyes, the fruitfulness of its 

past stored in memory, can be over time, a time which 

will last no longer than those of us who initially set our 

minds to the task, restored, to once again produce, for the 

time appointed unto it, the fruits which nurture the human 

spirit and which foreshadow the Garden of which there 

will be no end."  

[Dr. Clyde Wilson is a distinguished Professor Emeritus 

of History at the University of South Carolina He is the 

author or editor of over thirty books and published over 

600 articles, essays and reviews.  Dr. Wilson is also is co-

publisher of Shotwell Publishing, a source for 

unreconstructed Southern books.] 

Mark Your Calendar!  

Make plans to bring guests to our future camp 

meetings to hear these excellent presentations: 

March 9:  Dore Dorris and Lani Burnette Rinkel - Black 

Confederates   

April 13:  Randy Bishop - Tennessee Battlefields   

May 11:  Bruce Lynch - Confederate Flags - National, 

Army, Corps and Regimental  

 

 
The General Robert E. Lee Camp #1640 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Go to our website: 
http://www.tennessee-scv.org/camp1640/ 
Or visit our Facebook pages at: 
https://www.facebook.com/BluffCityGraysMemphis 
http://www.facebook.com/RELeeCamp1640  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SCV-Memphis-

Brigade-Color-Guard/268457703293353 
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The General Robert E. Lee Camp #1640 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
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 Next Camp Meeting ** February 10, 2020 
Germantown Regional History and Genealogy Center, 7779 Old Poplar Pike, Germantown, TN 

 




