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Commander’s Corner

Although the weather was biting and probably led to the
attendance being lighter than | had hoped, those that did
come on the field trip to Parker’s
Crossroads will attest it was quite
excellent. Many thanks to Steve
McDaniel for hosting us and
delivering an exceptional tour.

Being a lifelong resident of the area
and also very involved with the
preservation and management of the
park allowed him to share with us
bits of information you won’t find
in any brochures or battlefield
signage. The anecdotes of stories
passed down through generations
by his family and others that still
live there about the battle and items
found afterwards really added to the
experience. He also took us off park
property to the Northwest about 5 miles to what was
called at the time Flakes Store. This is where Forrest and
his men camped the night before the battle. | thought the
description of how the camp sites were confirmed by the
discovery of many firepits was quite interesting. Again,

information one would not get on their own so it was quite
a privilege to be led by someone with such deep
knowledge of the area and battle like Steve has.

For anyone who could not make this trip but perhaps
would like to make a day trip on their own, | would highly
recommend it. This was my first time there and | was
impressed with what they have done with the park. They
have an exceptionally well done movie about the buildup
to, during and after the engagement. There are two
walking trails, an artillery trail as well as a driving tour
narrated by a CD that can be purchased in the Visitors
Center gift shop located just south of the interstate. The
trails are accompanied by lots of very well prepared
interpretive signage that generously includes maps and
period photos discussing what occurred at that specific
location on the battlefield as well as informative lessons
on things like cavalry and artillery equipment and tactics
of the day. Even if your significant other isn’t quite as
interested in history as you are, the trails are paved
sidewalks totaling about 4 miles so it’s a nice place to go
if you are just looking to get some
exercise.

Looking forward, you will note that
again we will be meeting in the
graciously provided and very
impressive library of John Green in
Collierville. Joe Burns reports that
our regular meeting place is still
closed to groups of our size so maybe
in January we can go back and start
the pre-meeting dinners again. They
were fun and very successful in
generating more attendance.

You will not want to miss our next
meeting and this will be the first time
L Donald will be making this
presentation. He has told me for some time he was
working on the subject of West Point cadets buried at
Elmwood. All of you know how good Donald is at
research, accuracy and in presenting the program on any
subject he does so make plans to come and bring a guest.



They will be impressed.

December 14" will be our annual Christmas party.
Michele and | look forward to hosting everyone at our
house this year. Details will be forthcoming. Until then,
take care and | look forward to seeing everyone on the 9™

Steve McDaniel

Fourth Generation War Comes to a

Theater Near You
By William Lind

Mobs loot, burn, and vandalize while politicians advocate
defunding the police. A commune was established in
Seattle and turned into Lord of the Flieswhile
government did nothing. Blacks demand equal treatment
from police despite a violent crime rate many times
greater than that of whites, and mainstream media will not
report honestly the differences in crime rates.
“Wokeness” spreads among idle youth who flunked
English 101. What is going on?

What is going on, right here on American soil, is war; a
new kind of war that is also very old, waged by entities
other than states. | call it Fourth Generation War and, to
paraphrase Leon Trotsky, you may not be interested in
Fourth Generation War—Dbut it is interested in you.

In the 1980s, when working with the Marine Corps, |
came up with an intellectual framework | call the Four
Generations of Modern War. Military historian Martin
van Creveld’s books The Rise and Decline of the
State and The Transformation of War are foundational
works in my framework, which flows from one of the
defining elements of the modern age, the rise of the state.

The Four Generations framework begins in 1648, when
in the Peace of Westphalia the state claimed and
subsequently enforced a monopoly on war. This seems
automatic to us today; war means armies, navies, and air
forces of a state or an alliance of states fighting similar
armed forces belonging to other states.

But war’s definition was not always so narrow. Before
Westphalia, many different kinds of entities fought wars:
families (think of the Montagues and Capulets
from Romeo and Juliet), clans, tribes, races, religions,
and even business enterprises. India was conquered not
by Great Britain, but by the British East India Company,
a business with an army and a fleet. They used many
different tools to fight; for the most part, armies and
navies as we know them did not exist. Fighters ranged
from every male able to carry a weapon, through
poisoners inserted in a rival’s kitchen, to highly
specialized mercenaries who hired themselves out to
anyone with cash. The Grimaldis, whose descendents still
rule Monaco, got their start as galley fleet entrepreneurs.

People fought for many different reasons, not just raison
d’état (political reasons). They fought for eternal
salvation, for slaves to sell, for booty, for land, for pay,
and because young men with idle hands like to fight—
and the local women liked fighters. War flowed not like
the Arno but like the Everglades, slowly inundating
everything.

The state, as it arose beginning around the year 1500,
gradually put an end to this. The state came to impose
and sustain order and the safety of persons and property.
War not made by states threatened that order. So, the state
rounded up the non-state fighters and hanged them from
the nearest tree, to the loud huzzahs of the population.

The First Generation War ran from Westphalia to about
the middle of the 19th century. I discuss this period in
detail in my book co-authored with Lt. Col. Gregory A.
Thiele, 4th Generation Warfare Handbook (2015). It was
a time characterized by tactics of line and column, which
led to (for the most part) orderly battlefields which led in
turn to a military culture of order.

That culture continues in almost all state armed forces
today. That’s a problem, because starting in the mid-19th
century the battlefield became steadily more disorderly.
Part of the reason state militaries now so often lose
against rag-tag opponents is that they have in effect one
foot on the dock and one foot on the boat.

Second and Third Generation War were both attempts to
deal with the growing disorder of the battlefield, and both
came out of World War 1. Second Generation War was
developed by the French Army. It reduced war to a highly
centralized process of putting firepower on targets, a
process that both upheld and required a culture of order.
Third Generation War came out of the German
experience in World War I. Commonly known as
“Blitzkrieg” in its World War Il manifestation, it sought
not to control but to use the disorder of the battlefield
through a military culture of maneuver, speed,
decentralization, and encouragement of initiative.


https://www.chroniclesmagazine.org/author-details/william-lind/

When the Second and Third Generations met in 1940, the
latter defeated the former in six weeks, even though the
French had more and better tanks than the Germans.
Ideas, not weapons, were decisive—which has not
prevented the U.S. armed forces from clinging to Second
Generation tactics even today. They don’t work, but no
one seems to care anymore that we lose wars, so long as
the money keeps flowing.

Enter Fourth Generation War. All over the world, state
militaries find themselves fighting not other mirror-image
state armed forces but the ghosts of premodern war. Once
again, many different kinds of entities are fighting wars:
clans, tribes, races, religions, businesses we call drug
cartels, and so on. They use many different means, not
just armies; invasion by immigration is perhaps the most
dangerous. And almost always, the state armed forces,
despite vast combat power superiority, lose.

At the crux of Fourth Generation War is a crisis of the
legitimacy of the state. This crisis varies greatly in
intensity from one state to another, but almost
everywhere we see people in growing numbers transfer
their primary loyalty away from the state to non-state
entities: race, religion, ideology, or political causes such
as animal rights, etc. | e’ 7 97

Many of those people, ~ o

their state, are willing, |
even eager, to fight for &
their new primary loyalty.
The consequence is that
the state loses the
monopoly on war it
claimed at Westphalia.
As van Creveld says, the
key change in the Fourth
Generation is
not how war is fought
(although  that  does
change),
and what they fight for.

That is much of what we have seen going on in our streets
over the past few months. Fourth Generation War has
come to a theater near you. A variety of Fourth
Generation “causes” have intersected with what I call a
“supply-side war.” We have millions of kids who have
been cooped up for two or three months. They have no
work or school. They want an excuse to go out and fight,
because that is what bored young people like to do.
Especially young men; young women will demonstrate
but when fighting starts they usually disappear.

These youths need a cause to plead in answer to adults’
demand for “social distancing.” It doesn’t matter what the

but who fights A black militia group stands in formation during a protest for
Breonna Taylor in Louisville, Ky. on July 25, 2020

cause is; saving the pangolins could work as well as
“Black Lives Matter.” Supply-side war provides the raw
material in youthful fighters, while Fourth Generation
War gives them something to fight for, a new primary
loyalty to replace duty to country. And the state proves
itself impotent against its own progeny. We have seen this
same supply-side war dynamic in Libya, Syria, Iraq,
Somalia, Afghanistan, and most of West Africa. Now we
are seeing it in Chicago and Portland.

Conservatives know that the fall of the state is
catastrophic. Life becomes, as our old friend Thomas
Hobbes said, nasty, brutish, and short. A friend of mine
has used Hobbes’ name as a pseudonym to pen a novel

about  this  situation erupting in  America,
entitled Victoria: A Novel of Fourth Generation
War (2014).

Security forces may put down individual disorders (and
they should), but the only way to defeat Fourth
Generation War is to restore the legitimacy of the state,
to the point where it again becomes the primary loyalty
of most of its citizens. What is the prospect for that in the
United States of America in the year 2020? As President

Trump would say, “Not good.”

SR We face a bifurcated
culture. The elite that
controls the state has for
decades waged war on the
common culture in the
name of the ideology of
cultural Marxism, also
known as “wokeness.”
While many Americans
who cling to our historic
Western, Christian culture
also remain loyal to the
state, their position is
unsustainable because the
Deep State is dominated
by cultural Marxists.

Conservatives’ loyalty to America is to an America that
has largely disappeared among elites. At some point, they
too will transfer their primary loyalty to something other
than the America we know now. Probably they will
transfer it to many things, not just one, adding to the
disintegrative forces working on the state.

Restoring the legitimacy of the state requires a federal
government that actually cares about America “beyond
the beltway,” and neither political party offers that.
Washington has become a classic royal court toward the
end of a dynasty. Court politics is everything; the rest of
the country is only a stupid cow to be milked and beaten.



Some years ago, when | lived in D.C., | enjoyed a lunch
with the third secretary of the Russian Embassy. We
agreed that the United States had become a one-party
state, which is something Russians know something
about. The one party is the Establishment Party, and no
matter which of its wings win, the Democrats or the
Republicans, nothing important changes. The same
people get the same old jobs, the money keeps flowing
into bottomless sinkholes (welfare spending for
Democrats, military spending for Republicans), everyone
in town prospers and the rest of the country becomes
poorer.

The 2016 presidential election broke from this script.
Donald Trump, who was not a member of the one party
and who dared defy cultural Marxism (any member of the
Establishment who does that instantly becomes an “un-
person”), grabbed the brass ring. That is the one party’s
ultimate nightmare, that someone breaks their lock on
policy, power, and money. The Establishment’s bitter,

The first is that the dynasty falls and a competent new
establishment class replaces it, one that can make the
federal government work for everyone and that ceases to
wage ideological war on its own people. In theory, this is
possible, but I see no signs of it happening, nor any forces
on the horizon that are capable of doing it. The system is
so loaded against third parties that this route is effectively
blocked. The Democrats are hopelessly in thrall to
cultural Marxism because their base either believes in it,
profits from it, or both. President Trump has shown
himself incapable of remaking the Republican Party in his
anti-Establishment, politically incorrect image. Could his
successor do it, perhaps someone such as Tucker
Carlson? Hope springs eternal, but hope is also a fool.

A second possibility is that both left and right could see
the horrors that widespread Fourth Generation War on
American soil would bring, step back, and work together
to avoid it. There is a way to do that, by returning to
American federalism as it was practiced before 1860.

rabid hatred for S AR T ls I When the
President ~ Trump wee ol Ll Ela 38 _—
springs from that fact %L‘”‘S‘ JraE Constitution ~ was

and that fact alone.
What he says or does
is immaterial. Were
he St. Francis of
Assisi  returned to
mortal life, their
vitriol toward him
would be no less.

Regrettably, even if
Trump  wins re-
election, he will be able to do little to restore the state’s
legitimacy—a legitimacy he represents to many who
voted for him, who in turn are further alienated from the
state by the Establishment’s hatred of their champion.
The one party owns the Deep State, which has served
them well by sabotaging almost everything the president
has tried to do. What he has attempted has often been
right and good, but the list of his accomplishments is
short.

The Deep State’s lock on effective action by the state
makes the quest to restore its legitimacy nigh on hopeless.
Only a state that works for all Americans, that effectively
provides order, competent services, and gradually
increasing prosperity for all, not just more riches for the
royal court, can be legitimate. The one thing Americans,
right and left, can probably agree on is that the chances of
that occurring are slim to none.

So, is the future of the American state hopeless?
Probably. I can see three possible outcomes to the crisis
of legitimacy of the American state.

drafted and ratified,
none of the men
involved ever
imagined that life in,
say, Massachusetts
and South Carolina
' would become the
B same. Still less did
" they conceive that
T sy the Constitution gave
TG VS the federal
government authority to make them the same. Were we
to return to their understanding of federalism, we could
maintain the union while accommodating cultural
differences. Some states would be right, others left. If you
found yourself being governed by people you despised,
you would not need to fight. You could simply move. We
would still be one country for foreign policy, defense,
macroeconomics, and infrastructure. But leftists would be
free to misrule the West Coast to their hearts’ content,
while conservatives enjoyed the neighborliness and good
food of the Old South.

The third and most likely possibility is that the country
breaks apart in widespread Fourth Generation War.
Welcome to Libya, Syria, and a growing portion of the
world.

If the third possibility becomes reality and America as we
know it disappears from the world’s landscape, its
vanishing will be part of something larger: the end of the
modern age that gave birth to the state.

As the late Jeffrey Hart wrote, the modern age began



when Western men discarded metaphysics and said, in
effect, “We are no longer interested in questions of
ultimate meaning; from now on, we care only about the
physical world.” From that time onward, a focus on the
practical defined modernity. Out of it came ships that
could cross oceans and navigation to guide them; steam
power, then electricity, medicine that allowed Western
men to live anywhere in the world; and, by the beginning
of the 20th century, world domination by the Christian
West.

We threw away that domination in three great Western
civil wars: World War I, World War Il, and the Cold War.
Now, the West is just one contending culture among
many, the state to which the West gave birth is failing
everywhere, and the questions of ultimate meaning that
modernity discarded are returning to haunt its senescence.

Can the times be redeemed? Probably not, but as men of
the West, we must try.

William S. Lind is a columnist for The
American Conservative.
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COLLECTOR’S FORREST
COMMEMORATIVE COIN

Solid bronze

$ 10 each — All proceeds go to
Parks Defense Fund

Contact: Harry Adams. Forrest Camp 215

1 Oﬂx_( Preted Image

harryadamscsa@gmail.com
$10 each. plus $1 each for shipping. Send your check to

Save the Parks
PO Box 241875, Memphis, TN 38124

Traveller is the monthly newsletter of:

The General Robert E. Lee Camp #1640
Sons of Confederate Veterans
and
The Mary Custis Lee Chapter,
Order of the Confederate Rose
P.O. Box 171251
Memphis, Tennessee 38187

Steve M. Mclintyre, Editor

Next Camp Meeting ** November 9, 2020
John Green Library, 205 Mills Street, Collierville, TN



COLLECTOR’SITEM — Never Before Produced
BUY YOURS NOW

FORREST TRIBUTE REVOLVER

LiGen Nathars Bedford Forvest « R

Colt 1851 .36 Navy, engraved w/ 24k Gold, numbered
200th Anniversary Limited Edition — only 200 produced !!

RESERVE YOURS NOW

Each revolver is numbered and registered within the limited edition of 200, and is
accompanied by a numbered Certificate of Authenticity.
All proceeds go to restoration of the famed Forrest Equestrian Monument and gravesite.

ORDER FORM

YES, I wish to reserve a Forrest Revolver now.
Enclosed 1s my check for $200. 1 agree to pay the balance of $1195.00 + $30 ship-

ping upon shipment. Or send in the full $1395 balance now and get FREE shipping.
Send your check to: Forrest Camp 215
PO Box 11141
Memphis, TN 38111
Name:
Addr:
City/St/Zip: ST Zip

Email:
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Commander of the Confederacy

“Ijust get there first with the most.”
- General Nathan Bedford Forrest, CSA

The Legendary Model 1851 Navy Revolver

For this important Forrest Reinterment, Statue Unveiling, and Forrest’s 200th Birthday events, the N. B. Forrest Camp 215
has commissioned the same revolver that Forrest himself trusted in battle: the Model 1851 Navy. Forrest personally carried
three of these. Regarded as one of the most important firearms in American history, the 1851 Navy revolver was first crafted
by Samuel Colt in 1850. The pistol was so well designed and constructed, it was no surprise that once war broke out between
the states, the 1851 .36 caliber Navy became one of the most coveted weapons on the battlefield. Bedford Forrest
purchased 500 of these revolvers to equip his first cavalry regiment, the 3rd Tennessee Cavalry.

Each Forrest Tribute Revolver is a meticulously detailed re-creation of the legendary Colt Navy Revolver, created by the
incomparable artisans of Pietta Firearms. For decades, their craftsmen have combined modern high-grade materials with
time-honored methods of finishing to create exquisite, working reproductions of history’s greatest firearms. The N. B.
Forrest Camp 215, Sons of Confederate Veterans, has partnered with Pietta and Baron Technology Engraving to create the
first-ever General N B Forrest revolver. These revolvers are engraved with a portrait of Forrest, his battieflag, and his
motto: “First With the Most”, and an etching of the Forrest Equestrian Monument. Walnut grips, with case-hardened steel
and 24k gold trigger guard and backstrap, 24-karat gold engraving. Edition limited to 200 revolvers.
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Own one of the finest tribute revolvers ever made.
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